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Vermont Arts Council... 

Mission:  
advance and preserve  
the arts at the center of 
Vermont communities.

Founded on a simple and  
powerful premise:  
the arts enrich lives, expand minds, 
and form a vital thread in the  
fabric of Vermont community life.The Vermont Arts Council was founded on a simple and powerful premise: 

the arts enrich lives, expand minds, and form a vital thread in the fabric of 
Vermont community life. We work to advance and preserve the arts at the 
center of Vermont communities.



Vermont Arts:  
PersonAl stories CreAting A Big imPACt

Facing page:  
in-sight Photography Project

D eA r F r i e n D o F t h e A rts i n V e r m o n t,

Thanks to you, the arts are thriving in Vermont. In this report you will find several stories about 
real people who sustain the arts at the center of Vermont communities. These people, and the  
organizations they represent, have received Council funding, and their creative efforts have  
enriched those around them and their communities. Through their stories, we hope you will  
get a sense of the scope of support we offer, the excellence of the work that is supported,  
and why this work is so important.

Stories, however, only provide part of the total 
picture. The work of Individuals and organizations 
funded by the Council has a profound and growing  
impact on the entire state, its economy, and  
its quality of life. For example, in the past fiscal  
year, arts and community organizations funded by the Council served more than 1.2 million  
people through arts activities across the state. These organizations, in turn, contributed more 
than $34 million to the economy through arts-related activities. The total state and local tax  
revenue generated by the arts and cultural sector is five times greater than state and local  
investment in the arts. Even after the worst recession since the 1930s, employment in the  
sector has remained rock steady, and the vast majority of arts and culture entities have  
grown stronger in the ensuing years.

But statistics don’t tell the story. People do. As we approach our 50th year as Vermont’s 
state arts council, we will be telling a lot of stories. Please tell us yours.

  sincerely yours,

Barbara Morrow        Alexander L. Aldrich
Chair (through June 2014)        Executive Director

In the past fiscal year, arts and community 
organizations funded by the Council served 
more than 1.2 million people through arts 
activities across the state
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Through art, people come together as artists, 
as teachers, as community members. 

Through art, young people learn about 
themselves, their culture, the world. 

Through art, the fabric of Vermont 
becomes stronger, richer, and  
ever more vibrant. 

In the following pages, 
we introduce you to  
some of these people  
and their stories. 

the ARts in VeRmont  
ARe About people  
and TheIr sTorIes. 



ArTs PArTnershiP GrAnTs provide operating 
funds over a three-year period to nonprofit arts 

organizations that offer year-round, high-quality arts 
programs that help to “advance and preserve the arts 

at the center of Vermont communities.” 

In FY2014, the Arts Council awarded 13 Arts 
Partnership Grants totaling $95,900.
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“In coming here, they’re 
learning about storytelling, 
about their community, and 
about how to think about 
things in a visual manner.”

– Zach stephens

The goal of In-Sight is to help 
teens develop greater self-esteem 
and a personal viewpoint that 
they can share with others.

Facing page: Zach stephens  
with Daisy Kosowski
Below: Zach stephens  
with Nick Grubinger

the ARt of film

Zach Stephens leans over a light table, examining a 
strip of negatives with one of his students. Even In  
this digital age, Zach is still intrigued by film. He is  
also passionate about introducing a new generation 
of young people to the art of photography.

Zach’s interest in photography started when he took  
a class at In-Sight Photography Project in his teens.  
His talent and skill led to a successful nine-year career 
as a photo journalist. For Zach, though, something  
was missing. When he read that In-Sight was looking 
for a program director, he jumped at the chance to 
share his love of photography—especially film. 

“When the job opportunity at In-Sight came up it was 
the perfect transition for me. It was a chance to get 
back to the artistic side of photography, but also to 
give back to the organization that gave me my start.  
I was excited about sharing what I’ve learned, and 
helping to grow the organization. I didn’t hesitate  
for a moment.”

In-Sight Photography Project offers classes and  
summer residencies to young people, from 11 to 18, 
regardless of ability to pay. The goal of In-Sight is  
to provide a welcoming and creative environment  
where, through photography, students learn about 
storytelling and how to think about things in a visual 
manner. They discover how to open their eyes to  
the world around them and gain a new awareness  
of community and place.

“As a teacher, it’s really fulfilling to be able to share 
what I’ve learned. Photography is so fun for me that 
just being able to talk about it with my students is kind 
of a blast. Knowing that they’re having as much fun 
talking about it as I am is all I need. It’s great.”



Aline Niyonzima displays both power and grace as she 
demonstrates a series of dance steps to the young women 
gathered around her. These steps, and the traditional songs 
that accompany them, are Aline’s most prized possessions. 
They are also among the few items she brought when she 
immigrated to Vermont from Burundi just five years ago.

Even during an interim stay at a Tanzanian refugee camp, 
Aline found a way to continue dancing. “In Tanzania, I had no  
access to traditional Burundian dancing. I longed to be with 
people who understand me, my culture, who speak the same  
language.” Another young Burundian woman at the camp 
wanted to form a dance group but couldn’t find a leader. 
Aline recalls with pride that she approached the woman and  
said simply, “I can do that.” Thus began her journey as a 
teacher and advocate for Burundian traditions and culture.

After arriving in Vermont, Aline was introduced to the 
Vermont Folklife Center. Recognizing her expertise and her 
passion for sharing her cultural roots, the Folklife Center 
staff helped Aline set up a series of community workshops. 
Through this support, Aline’s workshops have expanded,  
and she now teaches several groups of young women. 

“The group gives these girls a chance to come together  
and talk about their culture. They can say ‘This is ours. This 
represents who we are.’” Through this shared experience, 
her students have developed a touchstone for the country 
they left behind. They have also gained confidence in  
all areas of their lives. Their English language skills have  
improved as well as their academic performance. Some  
of Aline’s students have gone on to college and are sharing 
their culture with new groups of people. 

With a broad smile, Aline says “They know who they are. 
They can say ‘I’m a Burundian.’”

“The group gives 
these young women 
a chance to come  
together and talk 
about their culture. 
They can say ‘This is 
ours. This represents 
who we are.’”

– Aline niyonzima

mAking VeRmont home

top: Aline niyonzima
Middle: Ester Niyibitanga (left), Odreille Kamikazi
Bottom: Yvonne Nigena
Facing Page: Aline with Francoise manishimwe
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sPeCiAl GrAnTs are awarded to organizations that 
partner with the Council to provide statewide services 

or outreach and assistance to underserved populations.

In FY2014 the Council awarded five Special Grants 
totaling $29,000.

VermontFolklifeCenter.org

CReAting 
impACt

www.vermontfolklifecenter.org


approachIng arT In neW Ways

The VerMonT ArT in sTATe BuildinGs ProGrAM  
is administered by the Council in partnership with the  

Department of Buildings and General Services and is dedicated 
to enhancing working environments by improving the character 

and quality of State-owned buildings and public spaces.

In FY2014 the Council awarded $94,500 to nine artists for three 
Art in State Buildings projects.
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ChrisMillerstudio.com
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approachIng arT In neW Ways
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“The resulting art, and  
its positive impact on  
this facility, has far  
exceeded what we  
could have imagined.”

            – Kathleen Bushey

“This project 
added a new 
dimension to our 
creative process. 
We knew that  
every surface  
had to be  
approachable.”

         – Chris Miller

The fawn taking a nap in a sunny corner is  
irresistible. It begs to be stroked along its warm 
back. This fawn, though, is part of a bench carved 
from granite inside the Vermont Psychiatric Care 
Hospital. This sculpture, along with six others, 
was created as part of a Vermont Art in State 
Buildings Project. The artist team, headed up by 
sculptor Chris Miller, worked collaboratively with 
staff at the hospital to create a work of  

art that blends beautifully with  
the architecture, landscaping,  
and therapeutic approach of the 

facility. “This project added a new dimension  
to our creative process,” said Chris. “We knew 
that every surface had to be approachable.”

For Chris, the most surprising and interesting  
part of the project was the collaborative  
process. “The carving is always fun, but what  
really surprised me was how creatively inspiring  
it was to interact with the focus groups, the 
staff, the construction crew, and the architects. 
We needed to blend together all this input 
while remaining true to the central concept of 
the project. It was just an incredible process.”

Kathleen Bushey, Associate Director of nursing, 
was involved in the project from the beginning. 
“We went into the process with high expecta-
tions, but the resulting art, and its positive 
impact on this facility, has far exceeded what  
we could have imagined.”

Facing page: “Ottters” by Gampo Wickenheiser
Top right: “Fawn Bench” by Chris Miller (pictured)
Middle right: Kathleen Bushey with “Collie Bench,” 
by Ryan Mays
Bottom right: Detail from “Beaver Lodge,”  
by Heather Ritchie



When Toby MacNutt was five, she thought she wanted to be 
a cheerleader. At the first round of try-outs, though, she felt 
overwhelmed. It was clear that dance was more her style and 
she turned to ballet. Toby worked hard, began taking jazz and 
tap classes, and dreamed of a life as a dancer. Then, in her teens, 
she was diagnosed with a congenital condition. “I was told that 
dance was bad for me and that I should stop—and I did. It was  
a difficult decision.

“It took ten years for me to figure things out and to realize that 
there was more than one way to be a dancer. I acknowledged 
that I would not be dancing in the same way, but that I could 
certainly be a dancer again.”

Toby is committed to a dance form called adaptive dance.  
“The way adaptive dance happens so fundamentally informs 
how I move, how I think, and my aesthetic that I can’t ignore it.” 
Her journey from dancer to choreographer occurred almost by 
accident. She took part in a mixed ability dance performance, 
and afterwards realized that “every dance movement that I  
did in the show I had personally made. I said ‘maybe I can do  
this after all!’”

Toby moved quickly to establish herself as a choreographer.  
She landed a grant from the Flynn Center for the Performing 
Arts, and an Arts Council Creation Grant. This funding enabled 
the development of “One, Two,” which premiered in Vermont  
in May, 2014, and in England in the summer of 2014.

Toby credits these grants for jump-starting her career as a  
choreographer. “Having an infusion of investment in the  
beginning is foundational to getting anything going at all. 
Through the Creation Grant, I gained critical credentials— 
a sold-out performance in the U.S. and the chance to take  
my work to the U.K. That’s pretty amazing.”

“Having an infusion 
of investment in  
the beginning is 
foundational to  
getting anything  
going at all.” 

    – Toby MacNutt

Toby MacNutt directs Sasha Ross Becker 
and Dylan Freidman during a rehearsal 
for “One, Two.”

A pAssion foR AdAptAtion
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CreATion GrAnTs suPPorT the development of new work  
by Vermont artists working in all disciplines. Grantees are  

encouraged to develop work that aims to stimulate greater  
public understanding of the art form and has a strong potential  

for public presentation either during or after the grant period.

In FY2014 the Council awarded 10 Creation Grants  
totaling $30,000.

TobyMacNutt.com

CReAting  
impACt

www.tobymacnutt.com


oPerATinG suPPorT GrAnTs help fund the operations  
 of arts organizations through a two-year cycle. 

In FY2014 the Arts Council awarded Operating Support 
Grants to 29 organizations totaling $95,000. GraceArt.org

CReAting  
impACt
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“My art is not looking to make a statement about 
my autism working to overcome the limitations of 
my disability through art.” 

   – Larry Bissonnette

“…that’s really the heart of it – to enjoy art-making 
and make it part of your life.” 

   – Santiago Galvis

Santiago Galvis walks among tables of artists intent  
on their work. He conveys warmth and excitement  
as he stops to confer about whether a marker is pink 
or purple (“I think it’s magenta,” he says). Santiago  
is wholly attuned to the participants around him.  
“Being in a community of people who are creating  
art is very nourishing,” Santiago says with a grin. 

On a typical Thursday, more than 50 people come to 
HowardCenter in South Burlington to participate in 
Grass Roots Art and Community Effort (GRACE) work-
shops. As a facilitator, Santiago helps them choose  
art supplies and offers art books for inspiration, but 
there is no actual “teaching” involved. 

The mission of GRACE is to provide a welcoming, 
art-filled space to enable anyone to explore their own 
creativity. “After participants have been coming for a 
while, they start to transform their ideas of themselves 
and their creativity. They feel empowered as artists.”

Santiago believes that working at GRACE has a strong 
influence on his own art-making. He is a glassblower 
and metal artist, and credits Larry Bissonette for 
changing his attitude about creativity. Larry has been 
coming to GRACE for more than 25 years. Experiencing 
Larry’s fearless approach to art has caused Santiago  
to worry less about the final product and to focus 
more on enjoying the process. 

“That’s really the heart of it—to enjoy art-making and 
make it part of your life.”

Left: Santiago Galvis with Larry Bissonnette
near right: shawn Carpenter
Far right: Santiago with Amy LaClair

finding gRACe in ARt



become a member of  
the Vermont arts council.  
Your membership tells the state legislature that you value 

the arts as an integral part of Vermont culture. Join us.

contribute to the arts. 
Organizations like GRACE, In-Sight Photography Project, and 
the Vermont Folklife Center depend on contributed income  
to provide the programs and services that bring art into —  
and change — lives. support them.

purchase art. 
Chris Miller, Zachary Stephens, and Santiago Galvis strive  
to make a living as artists. support them.

attend live performances. 
Toby MacNutt and Aline Niyonzima share their art  
through performance. support them.

suppoRt VeRmont ARts
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vermontartscouncil.org
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www.vermontartscouncil.org
http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/support-vermont-arts/membership
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ArT in sTATe BuildinGs  
AwArds  support and promote  
the work of Vermont artists engaged  
in preserving and enriching the  
state’s cultural landscape for its  
citizens and visitors.

Bennington District Court and State Offices
Gordon Auchincloss, Hardwick $2,500
Gordon Auchincloss, Hardwick, $34,000

Vermont Agency of Human Services,  
Waterbury

Gordon Auchincloss, Hardwick $1,000
Gordon Auchincloss, Hardwick $5,000
Julie Zanes & Donald Saaf, Brattleboro, $1,000
Leslie Fry, Winooski $1,000
Natalie Blake, Brattleboro $1,000
Sarah-Lee Terrat, Waterbury $1,000
Sarah-Lee Terrat, Waterbury $5,000

Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital, Berlin
Chris Miller, Calais $1,000
Chris Miller, Calais $34,000
Daniel Gottsegen, Woodstock, $1,000
Elizabeth Billings, Tunbridge, $1,000
Wagner Hodgson Landscape Architecture, 

Burlington $1,000

ArTisT deVeloPMenT GrAnTs 
fund activities that enhance an  
artist’s professional career.

Carol Langstaff, Sharon $500
Caroline L. Webster, Essex Junction $300
Courtney Reckord, South Burlington $250
Dianne Shullenberger, Jericho $350
Elissa Campbell, Montpelier $500
Erica Venuti, Chelsea $350
Erin Duffee, Burlington $500
Hadley E. Mueller, Pittsford $400

Jane Boxall, Milton $500
Jeff Farber, Montpelier $250
Jerilyn Virden, Greensboro $400
Joshua Primmer, Bennington $900
Libby Davidson, Colchester $250
Lida Winfield, Burlington $800
Lisa Kippen, Tunbridge $400
Mary Zompetti, Jericho $500
Michael Bodel, Putney $450
Michelle Saffran, Moretown $350
Paige Berg Rizvi, Burlington $500
Rodrigo Nava, Putney $500
Sandra Williams, Hartland $250
Stephanie Seguino, Burlington $400
Terry Carter, Brattleboro $250
Tim Jennings, Montpelier $500

ArTisTs in sChools  
GrAnTs  help schools develop  
in-class residency relationships  
with Vermont artists.

Albany Community School, Albany $2,250
Aurora School, Middlebury $750
Bakersfield Elementary Middle School, 

Bakersfield $2,500
Barre Town Elementary and Middle School, 

Barre $500
Concord School, Concord $1,250
Dothan Brook School,  

White River Junction $2,500
Edmunds Middle School, Burlington $1,250
Essex Middle School, Essex Junction $2,500
Folsom Educational and Community Center, 

South Hero $2,500
Guilford Central School, Guilford $1,000
Hunt Middle School, Burlington $2,500
Jamaica Village School, Jamaica $1,750
Milton Town High School, Milton $1,250
Monkton Central School,  

North Ferrisburgh $2,250
Montpelier High School, Montpelier $1,250
Mount Holly School, Mount Holly $1,000

in FY2014 arts and community 
organizations funded by the Council 
served more than 1.2 million people 
through arts activities across the 
state of Vermont. Of those, more 
than 180,000 were young people. 

“The experience filled me 
with great ideas to chew 
on, and these ideas will 
continue to challenge and 
influence me for some time. 
I would not have been able 
to afford this program...
without this grant from  
the VAC.”

              – Erin Blair Duffee,  
                 Artist Development  
                 Grant recipient 

gRAnts



New England Kurn Hattin Homes,  
Westminster $1,250

Reading Elementary School, Reading $1,250
Red Cedar School, Bristol $2,500
River Rock School, Montpelier $2,500
Robinson School, Starksboro $2,500
Rumney Memorial School, Middlesex $2,250
Shelburne Community School, Shelburne $2,500
Townshend Elementary School,  

Townshend $1,750
Troy School, North Troy $1,250
Twin Valley Elementary, Wilmington $2,500

A rTs PA rT n e rs h i P G r A n Ts  
support the annual operations of  
Vermont arts organizations through  
three-year grants.

Brattleboro Museum & Art Center,  
Brattleboro $7,000

Burlington City Arts, Burlington $7,000
Carving Studio and Sculpture Center,  

West Rutland $7,000
Catamount Film & Arts, Saint Johnsbury $7,000
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts,  

Burlington $7,000
In-Sight Photography Project, Brattleboro $7,000
Lost Nation Theater, Montpelier $6,300
New England Youth Theatre, Brattleboro $7,000
Paramount Center, Rutland $7,000
Pentangle Arts Council, Woodstock $6,300
River Arts of Morrisville, Morrisville $6,300
Rockingham Arts and Museum Project,  

Bellows Falls $7,000
Vermont Arts Exchange, North Bennington $7,000
VSA Vermont, Winooski $7,000

C r eAT i o n G r A n Ts support the 
creation of new work by Vermont artists.

Hanna Satterlee, Montpelier $3,000
Janice Perry, Ferrisburgh $3,000
Jericho Parms, Montpelier $3,000
Kate Donnelly, Burlington $3,000
Kate Gridley, Middlebury $3,000

Lee Ann Cox, Charlotte $3,000
Maya McCoy, Greensboro Bend $3,000
Thomas Murphy, Waterbury Center $3,000
Toby MacNutt, Burlington $3,000
Tom Leytham, Montpelier $3,000

CulTurAl FACiliTies GrAnTs 
support nonprofit organizations and 
municipalities to enhance, create,  
or expand the capacity of an existing 
building to provide cultural activities  
for the public.

Catamount Film & Arts Center,  
Saint Johnsbury $30,000

City of Winooski, Winooski $2,122
Friends of the Wardsboro Library,  

Wardsboro $9,082
Goddard College, Plainfield $30,000
Lamoille County Players, Hyde Park $13,710
Main Street Arts, Saxtons River $30,000
Paramount Center, Rutland $30,000
Pentangle Arts Council, Woodstock $16,000
Pope Memorial Library, Danville $9,536
Town of West Rutland, West Rutland $30,000
Town of Huntington, Huntington $28,942

C u lT u r A l ro u T es G r A n Ts  
support transportation costs  
to museums, historic sites,  
performances, or other cultural  
activities for preK-12 students.

Folsom Educational and Community Center, 
South Hero $200

Gilman Middle School, Gilman $200
J F Kennedy Elementary School, Winooski $200
Lamoille Family Center, Morrisville $200

Laraway Youth & Family Services, Williston $200
Milton Town High School, Milton $200
Missisquoi Valley Union High School,  

Swanton $200
Sheldon Elementary School, Sheldon $200
Stockbridge Central School, Stockbridge $200
Stowe Elementary School, Stowe $200

heAd sTArT GrAnTs support  
a network of pre-kindergarten  
education programs.

Brattleboro Museum & Art Center, 
Brattleboro $4,000

Burlington City Arts, Burlington $4,000
Catamount Film & Arts Center,  

Saint Johnsbury $1,500
Lost Nation Theater, Montpelier $3,000
River Arts of Morrisville, Morrisville $3,000
Vermont Arts Exchange,  

North Bennington $4,000

oPerATinG suPPorT GrAnTs 
support the annual operations of 
Vermont arts organizations through 
two-year grants.

Barre Opera House, Barre $3,300
Bella Voce Women’s Chorus,  

Essex Junction $1,800
Bryan Memorial Gallery, Jeffersonville $3,300
Burlington Discover Jazz Festival,  

Burlington $5,000
Chandler Center for the Arts,  

Randolph $4,000
Circus Barn, Greensboro $5,000
First Night Burlington, Burlington $3,300
Friends of the Brattleboro Music Center,  

Brattleboro $3,300
Frog Hollow Craft Association,  

Burlington $3,300
Grass Roots Art & Community Effort,  

Hardwick $2,000

In FY2014 Schools paid  artists 
more than $85,000  to provide 
residencies in schools through 
the Artists in Schools program.

Arts and community organizations 
collaborated with more than  
2,000 teachers to serve nearly 
50,000 students through activities 
funded by the Council in FY2014.
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green mountain Cultural Center,  
Waitsfield $3,300

Helen Day Art Center, Stowe $3,300
Island Arts, North Hero $1,800
Kingdom County Productions, Barnet $5,000
Music-COMP, Essex Junction $2,000
Revels North, Hanover $1,800
SafeArt, Chelsea $1,800
Shelburne Museum, Shelburne $5,000
Town Hall Theater, Middlebury $3,300
Vermont Contemporary Music Ensemble,  

Fairfax $1,800
Vermont Folklife Center, Middlebury $3,300
Vermont Jazz Center, Brattleboro $2,000
Vermont Performing Arts league,  

Burlington $2,000
Vermont Stage Company, Burlington $4,000
Vermont Studio Center, Johnson $5,000
Vermont symphony orchestra,  

Burlington $4,000
Vermont Youth Orchestra Association,  

Colchester $4,000
Weston Playhouse Theatre Company,  

Weston $4,000
Yellow Barn, Putney $3,300

ProjeC T GrAnTs  support art  
activities that advance the quality  
of life for Vermont’s citizens,  
attract visitors, and help stimulate  
local economies.

BEAMS at Brattleboro Area Middle School, 
Brattleboro $1,600

Brattleboro Literary Festival, Brattleboro $1,200
Burlington Book Festival, Williston $1,600
Eleva Chamber Players, Waterbury $1,300

Girls Rock Vermont, Winooski $1,600
Lakes Region Youth Orchestra, Weston $800
Lund Family Center, Burlington $1,800
Main Street Arts, Saxtons River $1,800
Middlebury Studio School, Leicester $1,600
orleans County historical society,  

Brownington $1,300
Sage City Symphony, Shaftsbury $1,300
The Art House, Craftsbury Common $1,600
The Community Restorative Justice Center, 

Saint Johnsbury $1,238
The Vermont Choral Union,  

Essex Junction $1,180
Upper Valley Arts, Montpelier $1,300
U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants, 

Arlington $1,300
Valley Arts Foundation, Waitsfield $1,400
Vermont International Film Foundation,  

Burlington $1,300
Waterbury Duxbury School District,  

Waterbury $1,600

sPeCiAl GrAnTs support  
statewide services or are awarded  
at the discretion of the council’s  
executive director.

Vermont Crafts Council, Montpelier $4,000
Vermont Folklife Center, Middlebury $2,000
Burlington school District,  

Burlington $15,000
Governor’s Institutes of Vermont,  

South Burlington $7,000
Upper Valley Arts, Montpelier $1,000

TeChniCAl AssisTAnCe GrAnTs 
support nonprofit arts organizations  
by enabling them to take advantage  
of unique opportunities to enhance 
their organizational development,  
professional skills, or to expand  
marketing capacity.

Burlington Chamber Orchestra,  
Burlington $1,000

Chandler Center for the Arts, Randolph $1,000
in-sight Photography Project,  

Brattleboro $1,000
New England Youth Theatre, Brattleboro $900
Pentangle Arts Council, Woodstock $535
The Art House, Craftsbury Common $400
Vermont Folklife Center, Middlebury $1,200
Vermont Performance Lab, Brattleboro $800
Weston Playhouse Theatre Company,  

Weston $1,000

sPeCiAl TeChniCAl  
AssisTAnCe GrAnTs

Brattleboro Literary Festival, Brattleboro $400
gallery at the VAULT, Springfield $1,800

Arts and community  
organizations funded  
by the Council in FY2014  
contributed over $30 million  
to the economy through  
arts-related activities,  
paying nearly 5,000 artists  
and spending $6 million in  
artist-related fees.

“At the end of this process the Board had  
a better understanding of what it takes  
to run the organization ...as well as the  
financial requirements those activities  
demand of the organization.”

                              – Sarah Mutrux  
      Executive Director of The Art House  

The Council awarded 
nearly $40,000 in grants 
to 32 individual artists for 
professional development 
projects and the creation 
of new work in FY2014.



Edmund Piper
James and Judy Pizzagalli
Polk Family Fund
Robert and Nancy Pope
shanna ratner
susan ritz
Jeffrey Roberts and Cari Clement
Mildred Rose
John russell
Lois Ruttenberg
Greg and Sally Sargent
sue schiller
Steven and Melissa Shea
Skip and Del Sheldon
John and Dianne Shullenberger
Philip and Marcia Steckler
Dr. Dominique Moyse Steinberg
swenson granite Company
Nick and Joan Thorndike
town of Jamaica
Ruth Wallman
Janet Wallstein
Paul and Jennifer Waring
Andrea S. Wasserman
Robert and Victoria Young

M e M B e rs 
($40-99)
Anonymous (7)
Jackie Abrams
Miriam Adams
James and Brooke Adler
Leland Alper
Jane Ambrose
Z. Philip Ambrose
Jon and Betsy Anderson
eleanor Angell
John and Janice Avery
Robert and Bonnie Baird
Barbara Barnes
Eric and Ines Bass
Iris M. Berezin
Crawford Blagden
Casey Blanchard
Eileen Boland
sarah Bowen
Charles and Gayl Braisted
Brattleboro Music Center
Henry A. Bromelkamp and Co.
mary Byrnes
Dan and Marta Cambra
Elissa Campbell
Jean Cannon

C r eATo rs 
($5,000 A N D A B OV E)
susan Foster
National Endowment for the Arts
Adelard A. and  

Valeda Lea Roy Foundation
state of Vermont

Co n V e n o rs 
($1,000-4,999)
Mark Burke
John and Laurie Chester 
Courtney Davis, Inc.
Bari and Peter Dreissigacker
Ruth Goldstone
IBM Corporation
Reeve Lindbergh and Nat Tripp
gerianne smart
Elizabeth Steele
Vermont Community Foundation

Co l l A B o r ATo rs 
($500-999)
Anonymous
gisela Alpert
Sandra Berbeco 
Frederick and Judith Buechner
James Burns
David Carris
Chelsea Green Publishing
Edward Clark
Concept II, Inc.
Will and Laurie Danforth
Ann Demarle
David Ellenbogen
Irwin Gelber
Google, Inc.
Elisabeth Gordon
Mary Hepburn

Warren and Lorraine Kimble
Lake Champlain Chocolates
Main Street Landing
Lowell and Sandra Mintz
Orton Family Foundation
Jill Pfenning
Andrea Rogers and Avery Hall 
Edie Sawitsky and Michael Keane
Dunkiel Saunders
Michael and Catherine Sheffield 
Syracuse University
UBS
James Wert and Mary Louise Pierson

FAC i l i TATo rs 
($100-499)
Anonymous (8)
Patricia Passmore Alley
Bonnie Acker and John Davis
Richard Alther
Julia Alvarez and Bill Eichner
Jonathan Andrews and Lisa Rader
Robert and Gretchen Babcock
Mimi Baird
Jeff and Julie Benay
Kim Bent and Kathleen Keenan
David Binch and Willa Harris
Edward and Marilyn Blackwell
Dike and Reba Blair
Rep. William and Ruth Botzow
Robert and Maureen Brandt
Paul Bruhn
Maura Campbell
William and Priscilla Chester
Chroma technology
Charles Church
Peter and Nicki Clarke
Rep. Alison H. Clarkson and  

Oliver Goodenough 

tim Cowles
Douglas and Lisa Cox
Judy Cyprian
Nicholas I. DeFriez
John and Alida Dinklage
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Doyle
John Fagan
Jim and Laurie Foster
Jill Fox
Mr. and Mrs. A. Corwin Frost
Hilary Gade and John Peters
Paul gagne
William and Valerie Graham
Philip H. Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Growald
Paul gruhler
Betsy Hallett
H. R. and Patricia Hallock
Jennifer Hopkins
Jed and Jini Hornung
Charlie hunter
Gale Hurd
Judith Irven and Richard Conrad 
Richard Jackson
Wolf Kahn and Emily Mason
David and Wilma Kelley 
Dorothy G. Kline
Peter Kriff
Landworks
Frederick and Martha Lapham
Lisbeth Larsen
Cherolyn and Robert Laston
latchis Arts
Sydney Lea and Robin Barone
Gladwyn Leiman
Todd Lockwood 
William and Alison Lockwood
Norwood and Joanna Long
Jason P. Lorber
Chris and Ellen Lovell
Ted Lyman
Theodore and Patricia Mandeville
Sandra Mangsen
Sandy and Muffie Milens
Kathryn Milillo and Robert Stein
Eric Miller and Brooke Herndon
Gary D. and Margaret Miller
Valerie Miller and Ralph Fine
Barbara Morrow
Marv and Sue Neuman
Rosamond Orford
Gayle Ottmann 
Robin Perlah
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John and Mary Carnahan
John and Connie Carpenter
Diana Carris
sarah Carter
Katie Cleaver
James Clubb
Daniel A. Coane 
John and Polly Connell
Debora Coombs 
Ralph Culver
Knox and Lucy Cummin
Paschal DeBlasio and Jo-Ann Beaudin
Ronald and Martha Decoigne
Nancy N. Diefenbach
Carolyn DiNicola-Fawley and  

Brad Fawley
Nelson and Carolyn Dittmar
Willie Docto and Greg K. Trulson
Governor James and Dorothy Douglas
Sen. William and Olene Doyle
Alisa R. Dworsky
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Ellovich
Charles and Charlotte Faulkner
Edward and Mary Feidner
Robert and Cornelia Ferguson
leslie Fry
Diane Gabriel
Galvin G. Gall
Barbara Garber
Edward Gartner 
Liz Gill and Thomas Muench 
Jeff Glassberg and Amanda Bodell
Alice greenspan
Allan guggenheim
Robert and Barbara Haas
Scott Harrower and Sarah Seidman
Zeke and Linda Hecker
Gerald Heffernan
george helmer
James heltz
Frederick and Peggy Henry
layne herschel
Virginia L. Hood 
Robert R. Huntoon
Woody and Ingrid Jackson
Ralph Jacobs
Nicholas and Geraldine Jacobson
Nora Jacobson
Chris Jeffrey
Jane may Jones 
Karen Karnes
Karolina Kawiaka
Rep. Kathleen Keenan

Diane Kemble
John Killacky and Larry Connolly
Alice S. Kitchel
Patricia Klinefelter
Donald Knaack
emily Kunreuther
george Kurjanowicz
Jann laBelle-Prince
John lane
Linda Lembke
Kenneth and Robin Leslie
Walt Levering
Dan Lindner
Mary Fran Lloyd
Deborah Luskin
Carol E. MacDonald
martha manheim
Cindy Mangsen and Steve Gillette
Dennis W. Marden
Jean miller
margaret miller
John and Robin Milne
Axel and Anna Mundigo 
Lynn Newcomb
Nancy A. Olson
John and Agnes Ormsby 
Susan Osgood
Emma Ottolenghi
Melinda and John Patterson
Collette Paul
Cristina Pellechio
Fred Stetson and Katherine Pond
Verandah Porche
David L. Powsner
Constance J. Price
Kathrena Ravenhorst-Adams
Peter and Gay Regan
Alban and Margaret Richey
Marcia Rosberg 
Abby Rose
Marcia and Joseph Rosen
Paul Sachs and Ruth Kennedy
Howard Schapiro and Jan Carroll
Jeryl and Shelagh Shapiro
shoeless management
Benjamin shore 
Jeff Shumlin and Evie Lovett
Dan Snow and Elin Waagen
Jing Ji stangel
Bob Stannard
Robert and Judith Sterns
Judy and Will Stevens
Ruth Stevenson 

Lesley and Larry Straus
Meta Strick
Fred and Diane Swan
Caro thompson 
Lydia Thomson
Thunder Mill Design
margaret torrey
Robert and Karen Tortolani
Robert Troester and  

Joan Stepenske
Mark and Robin Twery
M. Emmet Walsh
Mary Jane Washburn
Michael and Ethel Weinberger
Lynne Jaeger Weinstein and  

William Strauss
Michael and Phyllis Wells
D. Billings and Sally Wheeler
David G. White & Associates
Alexander Wolff
Wooden Horse Arts Guild
Judith Wrend
Julia Zanes and Donald Saaf
Bhakti Ziek and Mark Goodwin

F r i e n d s 
(U P TO $40)
Amazon.com, Inc.
Lois M. Beardwood
The Honorable and  

Mrs. Alden T. Bryan
Ronald Carter
Chandler Center for the Arts
Ben Doyle and Angela Shea
Zon Eastes and Peggy Spencer
Kim Friedman
Carol galaty
Ernest and Charlotte Gibson
Kathy grow
Recille C. Hamrell
Janet hazen
Bob Hooker and Greg Sharrow
Paul and Peggy Irons
Kathleen Kolb
Bettina Krampetz
Pamela marron
Jill Skillin
Lea Sneider
S.T. Soule
Stuart and Sarah Williams
Irene Schrauth Wilson and  

David Wilson



ACCessiBiliTY  
ConsulTAnTs 

Andrew Crane

renee Wells

CulTurAl FACiliTies 
AwArds

Cultural facilities  
Coalition members
Alex Aldrich

caitlin corkins

Mark hudson

Cultural facilities panel
don hirsch

Judi kamien

Tracy Martin

lisa Ryan

ArT in sTATe BuildinGs ProGrAM

Legislative  
advisory committee
Alex Aldrich

Jennifer arbuckle

rep. alice emmons

sen. peg Flory

Commissioner  

    Michael obuchowski

david schütz

project 1:  
district Court & state 
offices, Bennington 
Joann erenhouse

sadie fischesser

mary frost

bill gallup

charlie gingo

Will grimm

peter hack

chuck hannen

erica Marthage

Matthew perry

project 2:  
Vermont agency  
of human services, 
Waterbury
Whitney aldrich

Judi kamien

mamet mckee

steve mosman

diane nealy

John ostrum

rep. Tom stevens

project 3:  
Vermont psychiatric 
Care hospital,  
berlin
kathleen bushey

Anthony garner

Mike Kuhn

Ann moore

Rachel moore

Judy Rosenstreich

Marcia stricker

Jane Winterling

leGislATiVe ArTs CAuCus

rep. Bill Botzow
   Bennington

rep. Mollie Burke
   Brattleboro

rep. alison clarkson
   Woodstock

rep. sarah copeland-hanzas
   bradford

rep. peter Fagan
   Rutland

rep. sandy haas
   Rochester

sen. robert hartwell
   Wilmington

rep. Mary hooper
   montpelier

rep. Willem Jewett
   Ripton

rep. Mitzi Johnson
   south hero

rep. diane Lanpher
   Vergennes

sen. richard Mccormack
   bethel

rep. alice Miller
   shaftsbury

rep. Mary Morrissey
   Bennington

rep. Michael Mrowicki
   putney

rep. carolyn partridge
   Windham

rep. albert “chuck” pearce
   Richford

rep. peter peltz
   Woodbury

rep. ann pugh
   south Burlington

rep. Marjorie ryerson
   Randolph

sen. diane snelling
   hinesburg

rep. Tom stevens
   Waterbury

rep. Will stevens 
   shoreham

rep. Valerie stuart
   Brattleboro

rep. george Till
   Jericho

rep. Tristan Toleno
   Brattleboro

rep. Kate Webb
   shelburne

rep. suzi Wizowaty
   Burlington

GrAnT PAnels

creation grants
Becky McMeekin

david Woolf

brian mooney

kim bent

paul besaw

gowri savoor

daniel bruce

Chris thompson

project grants
Leslie gensburg

sarah Waring

kim Crady-smith

Jessica gelter

PoeTrY ouT loud  
ProGrAM

Teaching artists
Morgan Irons

geof hewitt

andrew Butterfield

Ashley nease

Judges
kim bent 

david budbill

andrew Butterfield 

Judy Chalmer 

Morgan Irons (accuracy)

sid lea

reeve Lindbergh

peter money

Jena necrason
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Revenue
 
state appropriation, unrestricted  $641,607 

other restricted state revenue 479,426 

Federal national endowment for the arts grant 679,400 

private grants, contributions, Interest & Misc 80,493 

Total Revenue  $1,880,926 

Expenses 

creation & community project grants  $99,701 

arts education grants 87,750 

community development grants 512,818 

danville project services 108,855 

direct program services 137,204 

program support 460,210 

other program operating expenses 98,738 

Fundraising & development 9,981 

general, administrative 328,784 

Total Expenses  $1,844,041 

change in net assets from operations  36,885 

endowment fund, nonoperating revenue  13,368 

Total change in net assets   $50,253 
 

Total net assets, 6/30/13  $1,150,374 

total Restricted and unrestricted net Assets, 
  6/30/14    $1,200,627 

* Unaudited - Audit report available upon request

statement of activities
Fy 2014 sTaTeMenT oF FIscaL acTIVITIes*

sTAFF

alexander L. aldrich
Executive Director

kira bacon
Communications Manager

michele bailey
Senior Program Director, 
504/ADA Coordinator

marie bernier
Executive Assistant

ben doyle
Education Programs Manager

elaine dufresne
Director of Administration

Zon eastes
Director of Outreach and Advancement 

Rachel feldman
Communications Manager

thaddeus gibson
Executive Assistant

lori hayer
Fiscal and Technology Assistant

Troy hickman
Grants and Information Specialist

susan mcdowell
Content Manager

sonia Rae
Artist and Community Programs Director

BoArd

Mark Burke
   Brattleboro

ed clark
   guildhall

James Clubb
   dorset

Ann demarle
   Jericho

irwin gelber
   West Barnet

elisabeth gordon
   boston, mA

holly groschner
   Corinth

mary hepburn
   saxtons River

peter Kriff
   south Burlington

reeve Lindbergh
   st. Johnsbury

Jason lorber
   Burlington

barbara morrow
   sutton

gayle ottmann
   Quechee

Robin perlah
   Burlington

Jill pfenning
   south Burlington

christina rosalie
   Burlington

edie sawitsky
   north Bennington

bob stannard
   manchester Center

gerianne smart
   Ferrisburgh

arts education 
grants

danville 
project 
services

Community 
development 
grants

direct 
program 
services

general  
administration

program 
support

Fundraising & 
development

other program  
operating  
expenses

  
creation & 
Community 
project grants

state appropriation,  
unrestricted

private grants, contributions, 
Interest & Misc.

Federal national endowment 
for the Arts grant

Revenue
other Restricted state Revenue

Expenses



136 STATE STREET 
MONTPELIER, VT 05633-6001

VERMONTARTSCOUNCIL.ORG

“I am looking for  
an aesthetic in my 
choreography that  
incorporates a  
broader idea of  
what is interesting  
or beautiful.”

           – Toby MacNutt 

This publication is available in large print  
or alternative format upon request.

Large 
print

Design: laughing Bear Associates
Photography: Jeff Woodward
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