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Unit: Clouds, Water, Weather- Let’s Create!

Content areas: Visual art and Science

Grade Level: Kindergarten

ESSENTIAL QUESTION(s): Where do weather and water come from? How do they change? What is texture? How do artists work individually and as
a group to express an idea?

RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE:
•

•

•

Kindergartners are excited about the water cycle and are proud of their artwork!

Students will work individually and as part of a
community to dig deeper into science and art. They
will investigate their unit about clouds, the water
cycle, and precipitation through mixed media.
With fiber art, sculpture, drawing and painting,
kindergartners will create a group installation and
mural for the school which will express and reinforce
their knowledge of science and visual art concepts.
Further, it will serve as a teaching tool for other
students who view the group piece.
At the conclusion of the integrated unit, we will
hold an installation party for students and families
to celebrate their science and art learning! The
Kindergartner’s work will later be installed at the
Burlington City Arts gallery on Church Street so the
greater community can see the IAA artists’ work.

ASSESSMENT:
• Formative assessments- group review and discussion
to check for science and art understanding
• Arts Integration Unit Rubric (evaluated by teacher
and teaching artist)
• Checklist for teachers to assess mastery of concepts
for both science and art

STANDARDS: Vermont Standards for Science and Visual Art
Art: PreK-K:11 Students perform/
communicate skills in visual arts by
participating in group art activities, using
materials to convey ideas.
Art PreK-K:13 Students describe art using
vocab (texture, line, tint, batik, brushstroke,
mural)

Science: Vermont Standard PreK-K: 46Students demonstrate their understanding of
processes over time within the systems of the
universe.

ARTIST CONTACT
INFORMATION:

Kim Desjardins
802-734-1704
kimannedesjardins@gmail.com

ARTIST BIO:
I am a fun, flexible, dedicated and knowledgeable artist with experience and passion for teaching many
types of media. Printmaking, clay, sculpture, painting…the list goes on! I love that there is no right or
wrong in art, and there are many solutions to a problem. I approach art with an open attitude- ready for
fun and exploration. I encourage children to do the same.
I have been an educator in diverse public schools for over 12 years. Currently I am an art instructor for
Burlington City Arts and Hiawatha Elementary School in Essex. I previously taught in K-6 schools
in Lewiston, Maine, and also worked for three years with middle school students with emotional and
cognitive disabilities. Art has something for everyone, and all people can learn through art.

UNIT: Listening and Communication as a result
of Plaster Sculpting

Content areas:
Visual Art, Literacy, Speaking and Listening

Grade level: 4
(adaptable to 3 and 5)

ESSENTIAL QUESTION(s): What role does empathy play when artists work together on a project? What impact can public
sculpture have on a community?

RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE:
• The experience of casting one another’s
limb provides the opportunity for empathy
training and to experience the sensation of
immobilization.
• The plaster cast is made into an expressive
sculpture which works as an inspiration for a
real or imagined narrative. The sculpture and
narrative inform and shape one another.
•

To practice scientific methods skill set during
the creative process of casting. Example,
wonder, prediction, experiment, observe,
collect data, conclude.

ASSESSMENT:
• Pre and Post-Assessment (forms designed

STANDARDS:

ARTIST CONTACT INFORMATION:
Lisa M. Condino
lisacondino@gmail.com
802-249-2815

Arts:

Classroom Content:

A3-4:11 Student demonstrates PERFORM/
COMMUNICATE skills in visual arts by:
• Participating in group art activities
• experimenting with media and
materials to convey feelings or ideas

SL.4.5 Presentation of Knowledge
and Ideas: Add visual displays to
presentations when appropriate to
enhance the development of main
ideas or themes
W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real
or imagined experiences

ARTIST BIO: Lisa Condino is a visual artist with experience in a multitude of mediums. She is closely acquainted
with the power of the arts to support learning, empower individuals, and build community. She has a variety of
classroom teaching experience engaging students K-College and in therapeutic settings. She also holds a certificate of
Art Therapy. Providing a safe environment for creative expression and inclusion of all students are at the root of her
teaching. For the past two years she has been working for VSA Vermont integrating visual arts, movement, drama and
music into early childhood literacy. She thrives on working with students and collaboration.

UNIT: Immigration and Humane/character Motivation

Content areas: Social studies, Theater

Grade level: 7/8

ESSENTIAL QUESTION(s):
Why do people chose to leave their homeland Family, friends, and culture to move to the United State and how does that
shape the culture, economics and landscape of America? Why do Characters behave the way that they do and how does this affect the outcome of the
story?

RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE:
Students will work together to create short plays that deeply
reflect the motivation and actions that bring immigrants to
the united states.
Students will draw on principals of acting to gain insightful
and empathetic understanding as to why their families may
have come and how that has shaped the culture, landscape,
economics of this country.

STANDARDS:

ASSESSMENT: Scoring Criteria
1) Did the student Identify and express character motivation in their own work and
the work of others
2). Does the student demonstrate character development by using vocal
expression?
3. Did the student make affirming statements about the work of others?
4). Did the student make suggestions for change in the work of others?
5) Did the student discern and respond to suggestions that we're effective and
justified aesthetic decisions ?

ARTIST CONTACT INFORMATION:
Gina Fearn
ginafearn@gmail.com

Arts: from Vermont
standards A7-8:7,8:9, 8:15

Classroom Content:
8:1 students initiate inquiry by…Asking focusing and probing
questions that will lead to independent research and incorporate
concepts of personal, community, or global relevance.
8:8 Investigating and evaluating how events, people, and ideas
(democracy, for example) have shaped the United States and
the world. Describing ways that life in the United States and/or
the world has both changed and stayed the same over time; and
explaining why these changes have occurred.

ARTIST BIO: Gina Fearn has been a teaching artist focusing on educational theatre for over ten
years. After receiving her BFA in Theatre at Otterbein College Gina performed with the York Theatre
Company in New York City as well as companies throughout New York, Ohio, and New England. She
developed her passion for arts education while creating a performing arts program at Unity Charter
School in NJ. where she learned firsthand what a profound impact the arts can have in teaching children
with diverse learning styles. Since moving to Vermont Gina has directed theatre at South Burlington
High School, Folsom School, and Island Arts; as well as working as a teaching artist and Summer Youth
Theatre Director at The Flynn Center for the Performing arts.

UNIT: Characters: From the Page to the
Stage!

Content areas: Literacy and Theatre Arts

Grade level: Second

ESSENTIAL QUESTION(s): How do writers create character? How do actors portray character?
RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE:
Students will explore a recommended text to better
understand the nature of character in writing and
on the stage. During our first week we will focus
on the craft of acting as well as the UDL goal
(8.3) of fostering a strong sense of community and
collaboration. We will work on staging, tableau,
listening and ensemble. During week two we will
explore emotions and character creation both in
literature and as actors. In week three we will
examine point of view in relation to the story. We
will create short scenes from characters that we have
developed. During our final week we will rehearse
and present short dialogue scenes with our fellow
classmates!

ASSESSMENT: Using simple rubrics and through
class discussions students will be assessed and assess
themselves on their ability to:
• Demonstrate knowledge of how characters
respond to major events and challenges while
using their body, voice and imagination to
show character emotions.
• Acknowledge different points of view,
including by speaking loudly in different
voices for each character while reading
dialogue.
• Answer questions regarding who in a text.

STANDARDS:

ARTIST CONTACT INFORMATION:
Phone: 802-655-1454 OR 802-578-6317
e-mail: theatresusan@yahoo.com

ARTIST BIO: I am a certified K-12 Theatre Arts Teacher. I hold an MFA in theatre
directing from Middlesex University in London. I have worked as a theatre teacher at
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts, Vermont Commons School, The Waldorf School,
Williston Central School, Essex High School, UVM and Burlington College. I am
passionate about Arts Education and our need to play!

Arts:
A7 8:7,8:9
Focus on Character traits/Staying in
character/Speaking loudly/Using body
to express character/Showing character
emotions/
Vocabulary such as Tableau,
Pantomime, Freeze, Cue and Rehearse.

Classroom Content:
RL 2.1 Ask and answer questions re: who
RL 2.3 Describe how character in story
responds to major events.
RL 2.6 Acknowledge differences in point of
view of characters, including by speaking in
different voice for a character when reading
dialogue aloud.

UNIT: Classification by Characteristics

Content areas: Natural Sciences, Physical Theater

ESSENTIAL QUESTION(s): How can we use our bodies to portray biodiversity in the animal kingdom?

RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE:
The Animal Kingdom is an ideal subject to engage the
senses, as well as the imagination. Biodiversity offers
vast territory for exploration.
Classification by Characteristics uses physical theater
(movement, storytelling and silent acting) to create
relationships between the students and animals
studied.
Students will draw on principles of classification to
embody physical traits and characteristics of the
animals.
The objective is to enhance naturalistic, visual-spatial
and bodily-kinesthetic awareness.

Grade level: 3 and 4

ASSESSMENT:

STANDARDS:

Using Group/Self-reflection students will demonstrate:

•
•
•
•

Arts:
Classroom Content:
Ability to use multidisciplinary performance to 1.16 Artistic Dimensions
7.13 (a, b) Organisms, Evolution, and
depict biodiversity
Students use a variety of forms, such as dance, music, Interdependence
theater, and visual arts, to create projects
Investigation and creative solutions using
Students understand the characteristics of organisms,
3.10 Teamwork
see patterns of similarity and differences among living
teamwork
Students perform effectively on teams that set and
organisms, understand the role of evolution, and recognize the
Identification and Classification of animals
achieve goals, conduct investigations, solve problems, interdependence of all systems that support life.
Identification of physical theater technique
and create solutions

ARTIST CONTACT INFORMATION:
Trisha Denton
www.trishdenton.com
Vermont Arts Council Juried Artist
vermontartsdirectory.org/directory/listing.php?id=02879

ARTIST BIO:
Trish Denton hails from Detroit's ailing sister city – Pontiac, Michigan. A vagabond past took her through blue collar
factory towns and over the sea before settling in the green mountains. The interdisciplinary artist practices writing for
the stage, crafting children's stories, physical theater and character acting. She put herself through school as a fortune
teller, receiving a BA from Goddard College and is currently pursuing an MA at Dartmouth. A Double Edge Theatre alumni,
Trish continues to train in the performing arts at Bill Reed Voice Studios, The Flynn and Movement Theater Studio in NYC.
Professionally, she directs community theater and public performance, and is an educator at Shelburne Museum.

