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Greetings!    
We seek to keep you informed about the work of the Vermont Arts Council in the realm of 
legislative advocacy. 
   
Federal appropriation update 
The current legislative cohort is arts supportive, which benefits all Vermonters. Recently, all 
three elected officials (Senators Leahy and Sanders, and Representative Welch) signed 
letters of support for increasing the National Endowment for the Arts' (NEA) appropriation to 
$155M, up from the President's budget proposal of $146M. The budget process continues 
through summer, with final passage scheduled for September. 
  
State appropriation update 
The state budget process is currently in Conference, where differences between the House 
and Senate proposals get reconciled. The Arts Council expects the FY15 appropriation to 
increase slightly over last year's. It also appears the Conference Committee will recommend 
a budget figure that will secure the 1:1 match required by the NEA, meaning that all federal 
dollars available will come to Vermont. 
 
Thanks to all those who recently sent support letters to legislators about the budget. We 
know first hand that your efforts are noted and that they make a difference! 
  
Charitable donations cap / Property use limitation 
There has been no further activity on these issues this session. 
  
National Arts Advocacy Day 
In late March, I attended National Arts Advocacy Day, a gathering of nearly 500 people 
organized by Americans for the Arts. I visited each of Vermont's legislative offices and was 
pleased to be joined by two young Vermonters: Matt Trollinger, East Montpelier, a graduate 
student in Public Administration at American University and Kristen van Breen, Arlington, a 
graduate student at Columbia University. Both spoke eloquently and passionately about the 
ways arts and culture make a difference in Vermont communities. 
 
NEA Chair Nomination 
President Obama recently nominated Dr. Jane Chu to succeed Rocco Landesman as chair of 
the NEA. This is important to Vermonters because the NEA chair's policies exert a direct 
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impact on how federal funds are distributed to the more than 60 states, territories, and 
regions. Senator Sanders is a member of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
(HELP) committee, assigned to prescreen nominees before the nomination comes to the full 
Senate for approval. Due to timing, arts service organizations with a vested interest in the 
outcome of the nomination were unable to adequately assist the HELP committee to prepare 
for the hearing. Through contact with Senator Sanders' office, we learned that members of 
the HELP Committee could also submit written questions to the nominee. With approval from 
National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA), Alex Aldrich asked Sen. Sanders to 
submit the following: 
   "My question is about the relationship that exists between the federal government and the 
56 states and states and territories as well as the six regional arts service organization that 
work with the NEA to support the arts in this country. I am particularly interested in 
discovering if you are aware of the impact that the 40% "pass-through" (for lack of a better 
phrase) funds to these states and regions has not only on the flow of goods and services 
throughout the nation's arts sector, but on school engagement and its corollary, 
employment, and if so, what kind of collaborative leadership style do you bring to the agency 
that will be most effective in furthering the relationship between the NEA and the more than 
sixty states and regions?" 
 
We will keep you informed as Dr. Chu's nomination progresses. 
  
Year of the Arts 
On May 1, the Vermont legislature adopted a Joint Resolution (signed by every member of 
the House and Senate) that names 2015 The Year of the Arts. This resolution lays initial 
groundwork for the Arts Council to celebrate fifty years of public and private support for the 
arts in Vermont throughout 2015.  
  
Thanks for reading. 
  
All best-- 
 
Zon Eastes 
Director of Outreach and Advancement 
Vermont Arts Council 
136 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05633-6001 
802.828.5423 
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