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 Greetings!
 
It's advocacy season at the Vermont legislature, and we seek to keep you informed. We plan to send you 
an update once a month during the legislative session. If you have questions or concerns, please contact 
Zon Eastes. 
 
Federal appropriation update 
Both houses of Congress recently passed the FY14 Omnibus Bill including an appropriation of $146M for 
the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). This is good news. Due to continuing budget resolutions in 
previous years, last year's actual appropriation was about $139M. The expected increase will translate 
into a 5% increase in the NEA's appropriation to the Vermont Arts Council, or about $35K.  
   1:1 Match Requirement. As expected, the NEA's 1:1 match requirement is now law. This means that 
the State appropriation must now equal the NEA appropriation. (Vermont and a few other states were 
previously not required to meet the 1:1 bar.) 
  
State appropriation update 
Each year, as part of the annual budget process, the Vermont Arts Council makes a formal budget 
request of the Governor. This year, given the general economy and expected budgetary pressures, the 
Council requested level funding. The Governor unveiled his FY15 budget proposal on Wed., January 8, 
and it included an increase of 2% for the Arts Council. 
   The Council supports the Governor's recommendation and will work to ensure passage through the 
legislative session. 
  
House appropriations hearing 
As part of the budget process, the Arts Council has been called to testify before the House 
Appropriations Committee (HAC) today, February 13. (The Council will also likely be called before the 
Senate Appropriations Committee later in the session.) The Arts Council will encourage support of the 
Governor's proposal, and will provide a progress report in light of this year's increased appropriation, 
the focus of which is arts education and reaching outward to continue connecting the state's arts sector 
while expanding its presence in the Vermont brand. 
  
Charitable donations cap 
As part of bill H. 528, there exists language that would cap the amount that taxpayers could claim as 
charitable donations against state filings and thereby realize increased tax revenue for the state. This bill 
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could affect the entire nonprofit sector (universities, hospitals, the arts), so we are collaborating with 
partners to speak against passage. For now, the bill seems stalled. You can read more about this 
proposed legislation here. 
  
Property use limitation 
A legislative report might engender a bill that would reclassify the "use" of certain venues owned by 
nonprofits. It would allow individual communities to regulate use of certain properties owned by 
nonprofits to be taxed. This bill could adversely affect larger venues in the state. The Arts Council will 
track this legislation, which is currently not advancing. You can read more about this pending 
legislation here. 
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