
  

Call to Action 

Good Morning! 
 
At the Vermont State House, especially toward the end of the legislative session, things 
move quickly. Just since you received last week’s Advocacy Update, the House has 
forwarded two bills to the Senate that impact the Vermont Arts Council. 
  
The first is the Appropriations Bill (H. 875) in which the House recommends level 
funding the Arts Council’s General Fund appropriation at $645,307, despite the 
Governor’s recommendation to increase it to $680,000. 
  
The second is the Economic Development Bill (H. 868) in which the House included the 
section establishing the Vermont Creative Network. The original language of the bill 
called for an appropriation of $50,000 to support the Network’s start-up phase, 
overseen by the Vermont Arts Council. The Appropriations Committee reduced this 
amount to $35,000. 
  
The Governor’s recommended increase of the Council’s General Fund appropriation 
allows the Council to draw down its full Federal appropriation. The fact that both bills 
refer to $35,000 has made it easy for the House to substitute the Economic 
Development appropriation for the General Fund appropriation. 
  
We ask you to communicate with your Senators. Soon. Make a phone call or use the 
Council’s Action Center to send a message. To make a phone call: you can find 
information about your senators in the Action Center. To send a message, go the 
Action Center, select '4 advocacy campaigns' in the upper left box (box), then select 
the top one in the list. 
 
Let your Senators know that you seek their support on two issues: 1) the Governor’s 
original recommendation to increase the Council’s General Fund Appropriation by 
$35,000, and 2) the original Economic Development appropriation request of $50,000 
to support the Vermont Creative Network.   
  
The two Senate Committees handling these appropriations are 1) the Senate 
Appropriations Committee for the General Fund Appropriation of $680,000 (the 
Governor’s recommendation), and 2) for the Vermont Creative Network Appropriation 
of $50,000, the Senate Economic Development, Housing, and General Affairs 
Committee. 
  

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/0hgp7a4qCoopzwQ9YkejYA
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/RgrlvQApDvcYeOotY3DXlg
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/4Qp9bDAt5MxcIFkBkFIFHQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/V696knNIDWlbbu26kOvcxw
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/e-OGQQ3LcJnQszNRWphp4Q
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/e-OGQQ3LcJnQszNRWphp4Q
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/uQw2bDVd4VZRprpHGPrfDg
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/uQw2bDVd4VZRprpHGPrfDg


If your Senator(s) happen to be on either of these committees, your communication 
with them sooner rather than later is paramount. Final decision-making begins on 
Tuesday this week. Your voice can make a difference. 
 
Many thanks.  

 
Zon Eastes 
Director of Outreach and Advancement  
Vermont Arts Council 
136 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05633-6001 
802.828.5423 (voice and relay calls welcome) 

   

 

 

 
 

 
 


