
  

Call to Action 

Greetings! 
 
Welcome to this special edition of Advocacy Update. Tomorrow, March 
29, is Vermont Arts Advocacy Day. Join us as we bring focus to the 
impact of the arts across the state of Vermont. Read about activities 
planned for the day at the state house.  
 
Plan now to connect tomorrow with your elected officials. 
 
Any time you communicate with your legislators about the arts, you are 
an advocate. March 29 is the day to do this collectively. Legislators will 
recognize that you have reached out to them. Every effort counts. 
 
You can easily express your support through the Council’s Action Center. 
Here are the still-active points of the 2016 advocacy agenda: 
 
1. Support the Governor’s recommended increase for the Arts Council’s 
appropriation (to $680,000). President Obama recently signed the 2017 
federal budget which includes an increase to the National Endowment for 
the Arts (NEA). This means that Vermont will receive an increase from 
the NEA that, by law, must be matched 1:1 by the state legislature. 
   Update: The Governor's budget went first to the House Appropriations 
Committee. The Committee chose not to support the Governor's 
recommendation, putting the Council at risk of losing the increased 
federal dollars.  
   Act now: Use the Council's Action Center to write a letter to your 
Senators. Urge them to speak with members of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, the second body to review the Governor's 
budget. 
 
 

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/iYn4uVRXiMa03c7Y6uHEWA
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/E-yNMC0KP2tAdWa6rlAyZg


2. Support passage of a bill to establish the Vermont Creative Network. 
Drawing on the model of Vermont’s Farm-to-Plate network, established 
in 2009, a proposed bill will formally acknowledge the Creative Network. 
   Update: Bill H. 820, to establish the Creative Network, has been 
reviewed by the House Commerce and Economic Development 
Committee. The Committt has included rewritten language from H. 820 
into the proposed omnibus economic bill, H. 828. This proposed bill 
comes under review by the House Ways and Means Committee and the 
House Appropriations Committee before moving to the Senate for 
consideration. 
   Act now: Use the Council's Action Center to connect with your 
legislators (House and Senate) to encourage passage of bill H. 828. 
 

Remember: Every voice makes a 
difference! 
  
All best-- 

 
Zon Eastes 
Director of Outreach and Advancement  
Vermont Arts Council 
136 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05633-6001 
802.828.5423 (voice and relay calls welcome) 

   

 

 
 


