
Advocacy Update, April 2015 
 
 

Greetings! 
 
Federal budget update 
We can be proud that all three of Vermont's elected officials support the fullest 
expansion of the NEA! Each year, the Congressional Arts Caucus sponsors a letter, 
addressed to the chairs and ranking members of House and Senate budget 
committees, advocating support of the National Endowment for the Arts. This 
year's letter requests funding of $155M, which is $7M more than the President's 
budget recommendation. Participation for the letter closed late last month with a 
record number of signatures (134 in the House, 27 in the Senate). We can thank 
the advocacy team at Americans for the Arts, who work tirelessly on behalf of arts 
and culture for the entire nation.  
   The federal budget process is scheduled to close early fall. 
    
State budget update 
The Appropriations Committees in each chamber of the Vermont legislature 
control budgets for five arts and culture organizations (the Arts Council, the 
Humanities Council, the Symphony, the Historical Society, and Vermont PBS). To 
date, the House Committee has recommended level funding for four of the five 
(all but Vermont PBS, for which the committee recommended 50% funding). In 
the case of the Vermont Arts Council, that figure is $645,307. Budget 
recommendations have not yet come from the Senate Committee.  
   This year's legislative session has been difficult for all concerned. So far, actions 
and responses have been generally supportive. We consider it a testament to the 
important role of arts and culture in Vermont. 
 
Other advocacy issues 
The Arts Council monitors three other topics, each a part of this year's advocacy 
agenda.  

• Community Grant Programs. While the Governor's proposed budget 
zeroed out six community grant programs (the Cultural Facilities Grant 
Program among them), near-full funding has been replaced by both the 
House and Senate Institutions Committees.  

• Cap on charitable giving. In the search for revenues without increasing 
taxes, the legislature is considering placing broad caps on certain 
deductions (e.g., mortgage interest), with nonprofit charitable giving in the 

http://artscaucus-slaughter.house.gov/
http://www.americansforthearts.org/advocate


mix. You can learn more from Common Good Vermont. It seems that, for 
now, charitable giving deductions may not be capped, but things change 
daily. Follow the story here. 

• Arts Education. The Vermont Arts Council continues its work on a plan to 
increase the role of the arts in Vermont public schools. The Council is also 
building a case for the replacement of an arts education content specialist 
at the Agency of Education. 

Advocacy events 
Because the legislature may well be rounding up, or even adjourned by early May, 
the Council will not call you to Montpelier for a traditional Arts Advocacy Day. 
This year's statewide event, scheduled for Thursday, May 12, will be a virtual 
opportunity--with hundreds of messages going to our elected officials. Watch for 
news soon. We hope you all can set aside a few minutes to participate. 

Your input 

We seek to provide useful arts advocacy information. Please feel free to give us 
feedback. 
  
Thanks for reading. 
  
All best-- 

 

Zon Eastes 
Director of Outreach and Advancement  
Vermont Arts Council 
136 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05633-6001 
802.828.5423 (voice and relay calls welcome) 

 

http://commongoodvt.org/
http://blog.commongoodvt.org/2015/04/vt-senate-finance-gets-serious-about-new-tax-proposals-and-charitable-tax-credits-make-your-voice-heard-this-week/

