
Advocacy Update, March 2015 
 
 

Greetings! 
 
Federal budget update 
No news is good news. For the moment, at least. Things appear on course for a successful 
passage of the President's proposal for the arts and culture portions of the federal budget. 
Right now, an Arts Caucus letter of support for the National Endowment for the Arts is 
gathering signatures from U.S. Representatives. Deadline for signature receipt is March 17, so 
we have been in touch with Rep. Peter Welch, encouraging him to indicate his support. 
  
State budget update 
Since last month's report, you may have heard or read more about Vermont's looming fiscal 
situation. To resolve an unprecedented shortfall, legislators are considering a very broad array 
of options, incvluding cuts to arts and culture agenices and programs.  
   The annual budget process includes hearings before the House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees (now complete for the Arts Council), followed by a Joint Appropriations Committee 
meeting just prior to close of the session. 
   A special hearing before the House Approprations Committee on Thursday, March 12. 
Testimony was offered on behalf of the Arts Council, the Vermont Historical Society, 
the Vermont Humanities Council, and the Vermont Symphony. In a concurrent House Ways and 
Means Committee meeting, the issue of capping income deductions was discussed. The 
Committee heard spoken testimony from the Flynn Center (Burlington) and written testimony 
from Vermont Community Foundation and Northern Stage Theater (White River Junction). 
Thanks to all who spoke so passionately and eloquently on behalf of arts and culture. 
   The Arts Council is in regular conference about the budget with leaders from our 'sister' 
organizations. Though the outcome remains uncertain, we will keep you posted. 
 
Other advocacy issues 
The Arts Council monitors three other topics, each part of this year's advocacy agenda.  

• Community Grant Programs. The Governor's proposed budget zeroed out six 
community grant programs, the Cultural Facilities Grant Program among them. It 
continues to be our expectation that dollars for these programs will be reinserted. We 
will keep you posted. 

• Arts Education. The Vermont Arts Council is at work on a plan to increase the role of the 
arts in Vermont public schools. Responding to constituent concerns around the state, 
the Council will recommend placement of an arts education content specialist at the 
Agency of Education. 

• Office of Creative Economy. This office was zeroed out in the Governor's budget. The 
Arts Council valued the collegial and practical relationship with this part of the Agency of 
Commerce and Community Development. We advocate for a workable return of that 
office's mission. 

Advocacy events 

http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/uploads/Advocacy/Bouchard%20Testimony-1.pdf
http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/uploads/Advocacy/VHS%20HAC%20Public%20Hearing-1.pdf
http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/uploads/Advocacy/031215%20Nancy%20Pennell_VHC_Testimony.pdf
http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/uploads/Advocacy/031215%20Vicky%20Young_VSO_Testimony.pdf
http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/uploads/Advocacy/031215%20Charitable%20Deduction%20Cap_Killacky_W%26M.pdf
http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/uploads/Advocacy/031215%20Charitable%20Deduction%20Cap_Comstock%20Gay_VCF.pdf
http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/uploads/Advocacy/031215%20Janet%20Miller%20Haines%20Testimony.pdf


• March 23-24, 2015 | National Arts Advocacy Day, Washington, DC. Coming right up! 
Alex Aldrich and I will attend. We plan to visit each of our national officials offices to 
advocate for continued support for Vermont's arts and culture.  

• May 12, 2015 | Vermont Advocacy Day, Montpelier, VT. Because the legislatuire may 
well be rounding up, or even adjourned by May 12, the Council will not call you to 
Montpelier for a traditional Arts Advocacy Day, but we will offer opportunities for you 
to connect with your state officials about support of the arts and the session's budget 
results. 

Advocacy information 
As part of each monthly issue, I provide links to information that might prove helpful for your 
conversations about the role of the arts in the overall well-being of the nation or the state. This 
month, I turn your attention to the links above, the recent testimonies of your Vermont 
colleagues at the State House. 
 
Your input 
We seek to provide useful arts advocacy information. Please feel free to give us feedback. 
  
Thanks for reading. 
  
All best-- 

 

Zon Eastes 
Director of Outreach and Advancement  
Vermont Arts Council 
136 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05633-6001 
802.828.5423 (voice and relay calls welcome) 

 

http://www.americansforthearts.org/events/arts-advocacy-day

