
Advocacy Update, February 2015 
 
 

Greetings! 
 
Like last month, this month's Advocacy Update is coming to you via Voter 
Voice, a powerful online tool that will streamline advocacy connections 
between you and elected officials and between you and the Vermont Arts 
Council. Visit the Council's Voter Voice page to get a sense of how things 
work. Below my signature are basic guidelines for using the tool. Contact me 
at any point if you have questions. 
 
Federal budget update 
President Obama's budget proposal appeared about ten days ago. It includes 
a $2M increase for both the National Endowment for the Arts and the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (from $146M to $148M). Although 
these might feel like small increases, the totals represent the highest 
numbers proposed by Obama since taking office in 2009. Additionally, for 
the first time, Obama included $25M specifically for arts education. We will 
monitor progress of these numbers and keep you posted. 
  
State budget update 
We reported last month that the Governor's budget proposes level funding 
for the Vermont Arts Council, as well as the Vermont Historical Society, 
the Vermont Humanities Council, and the Vermont Symphony Orchestra. The 
budget is currently working its way through both the House and Senate 
Appropriations Committees. The Arts Council's hearing before the House 
Committee is slated for February 17. The Arts Council's advocacy message 
for this year supports the Governor's budget proposal. Additionally, the 
Council will remind all committee members that the Council's federal 
appropriation is dependent upon a 1:1 match from the State Legislature. 
 
Other advocacy issues 
The Arts Council is also watching a number of issues, all part of this year's 
advocacy agenda. We reported on this agenda at Legislative Day presented 
by Common Good Vermont, Thursday, February 5 at the State House. 

• Community Grant Programs. The Governor's proposed budget 
zeroes out six community grant programs, the Cultural Facilities Grant 
Program among them. It is our expectation that the budget for these 
programs will be replaced. We will keep you posted if specific advocacy 
action becomes necessary. 

• Arts Education. The Vermont Arts Council is at work on a plan to 
increase the role of the arts in Vermont public schools. Responding to 
constituent concerns around the state, the Council will recommend 
placement of an arts education content specialist at the Agency of 
Education. 

http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/support-vermont-arts/advocacy/votervoice
http://vermonthistory.org/
http://www.vermonthumanities.org/
http://www.vso.org/
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=9218204add9aca6b4b219b1eb&id=c601aea813&e=02c38faa07
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=9218204add9aca6b4b219b1eb&id=c601aea813&e=02c38faa07


• Office of Creative Economy. This office, created originally as the 
Vermont Film Commission, morphed into the Office of Creative 
Economy a few years ago. It was zeroed out in the Governor's budget 
for 2016. The Arts Council values the collegial relationship with this 
part of the Agency of Commerce and Community Development and we 
watch for a workable return of that office's mission. 

• The Council is also monitoring two issues that rose up last year and 
may again this session: a tax on certain for-profit uses of 
nonprofit properties and a cap on charitable giving deductions. 

Advocacy events 

• March 23-24, 2015 | National Arts Advocacy Day, Washington, DC 
• May 12, 2015 | Vermont Advocacy Day, Montpelier, VT 

Advocacy information 
As part of each monthly issue, I plan to provide links to information that 
might prove helpful for your conversations about the role of the arts in the 
overall well-being of the nation or the state. 
    Common Good Vermont recently published an infographic on Vermont's 
nonprofit sector. While arts is not the largest subset in the Vermont's 
nonprofit sector, it plays an important role. Our willingness to advocate and 
plan collaboratively with our partners in the nonprofit sector enables us all to 
advance so many quality of life issues. 
 
Your input 
We seek to provide useful arts advocacy information. Please feel free to give 
us feedback. 
  
Thanks for reading. 
  
All best-- 

 

Zon Eastes 
Director of Outreach and Advancement  
Vermont Arts Council 
136 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05633-6001 
802.828.5423 (voice and relay calls welcome) 
  
  
Voter Voice guidelines. Here's another link to the page. To find the page 
from our homepage, mouse over support, select advocacy, and then click on 
Use Voter Voice, the last bullet under How Can You Get Involved. 
  
On the Voter Voice page, you will find four boxes. 
  
1. Actions 

• When you click into this box, you will see a list of current issues 
registered with Voter Voice. A series of national issues will always be 
listed. If there are state issues, they will appear above the national 
issues. 

http://www.americansforthearts.org/events/arts-advocacy-day
http://blog.commongoodvt.org/2015/02/fast-facts-the-economic-power-of-vermonts-nonprofit-sector/
http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/support-vermont-arts/advocacy/votervoice


• Click on any topic and you will move to a page providing template 
letters that you can send (with or without personal words) to the 
appropriate official. 

• The first time you engage with this page, you will be prompted to 
complete an information panel that will be saved and used for any 
advocacy activity you do on Voter Voice. 

2. Find Official 
  
3. Find Legislation 

• As any legislative session progresses, use this box to call up specific 
legislation. 

• Note: Look for state or federal bills by changing jurisdictions in the 
upper right corner of the search box. 

4. Quick Sign Up Anyone can sign up for Advocacy Alerts from this box. 
Recommend that your fellow arts advocates join in! 

 


