
Advocacy Update, January 2015 
 
 

Greetings! 
 
Welcome to the 2015-2016 Legislative season! This month's Advocacy 
Update is coming to you via Voter Voice, a powerful online tool that will 
streamline advocacy connections, between you and elected officials and 
between you and the Vermont Arts Council. Visit the Council's Voter Voice 
page to get a sense of how things work. Below my signature are basic 
guidelines for using the tool. At any point, if you have questions, contact 
me!  
 
2015 is the Year of the Arts 
If you haven't already, thank your elected officials for declaring 2015 as the 
Year of the Arts. The Council applauds the Legislative Arts Caucus for its 
leadership, resulting in a unanimous legislative declaration. During 2015, the 
Arts Council will work to amplify the arts and culture riches across Vermont, 
and you can strengthen that message by thanking your legislator. 
 
Federal issues 
Like in Vermont, a new United States legislative session opened earlier this 
month. We've been advised that the President's budget proposal includes 
level funding ($146M) for the National Endowment for the Arts. 
  
State issues 
The 2016 budget process is underway. The Governor's budget proposal 
recommends 1% less than last year for the Vermont Arts Council (or 
$645,307). Similar reductions apply for the Council's sister organizations 
(Vermont Historical Society, Vermont Humanities Council, Vermont 
Symphony). The Governor's budget passes through the House and then 
Senate Appropriations Committee before final approval. We will keep you 
posted. 
 
Recent news about the place of the arts in the US economy 
The National Endowment for the ARts and Americans for the ARts recently 
announced updated findings. Scroll down to the third article. Of special note: 

• In 2012, the arts represent a larger portion of the US GDP than 
construction, transportation and warehousing, and (yes) tourism.  

• For every 100 new jobs created in the arts, 62 other community jobs 
are created.   

Advocacy events 

• February 5, 2015 | Common Good Vermont Nonprofit Legislative Day, 
Montpelier, VT 

http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/support-vermont-arts/advocacy/votervoice
http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/support-vermont-arts/advocacy/votervoice
http://blog.commongoodvt.org/2014/12/save-the-date-vt-nonprofit-legislative-day-2015-renegotiating-the-social-contract/


• March 23-24, 2015 | National Arts Advocacy Day, Washington, DC 
• May 12, 2015 | Vermont Advocacy Day, Montpelier, VT 

Your input 
We seek to provide useful arts advocacy information. Please feel free to give 
us feedback. 
  
Thanks for reading. 
  
All best- 

 

Zon Eastes 
Director of Outreach and Advancement  
Vermont Arts Council 
136 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05633-6001 
802.828.5423 (voice and relay calls welcome) 
  
  
Voter Voice guidelines. Here's another link to the page. To find the page 
from our homepage, mouse over support, select advocacy, and then click on 
Use Voter Voice, the last bullet under How Can You Get Involved. 
  
On the Voter Voice page, you will find four boxes. 
  
1. Actions 

• When you click into this box, you will see a list of current issues 
registered with Voter Voice. A series of national issues will always be 
listed. If there are state issues, they will appear above the national 
issues. 

• Click on any topic and you will move to a page providing template 
letters that you can send (with or without personal words) to the 
appropriate official. 

• The first time you engage with this page, you will be prompted to 
complete an information panel that will be saved and used for any 
advocacy activity you do on Voter Voice. 

2. Find Official 
  
3. Find Legislation 

• As any legislative session progresses, use this box to call up specific 
legislation. 

• Note: Look for state or federal bills by changing jurisdictions in the 
upper right corner of the search box. 

4. Quick Sign Up Anyone can sign up for Advocacy Alerts from this box. 
Recommend that your fellow arts advocates join in! 

 

http://www.americansforthearts.org/events/arts-advocacy-day
http://www.vermontartscouncil.org/support-vermont-arts/advocacy/votervoice

